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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in the reply filed on 5/26/06 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the different groups all contain 
constructing an "image grouped together." This is not found persuasive because as 
Groups II and III were restricted as they contained the limitations of "interactive 
advertisements" and a "digital decoder," neither of which are located in Group I. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Chernock. 

Referring to claim 1, Chernock discloses a process for transmission of a digital 
televised broadcast comprising interactive sequences which can be activated at least in 
part by a television viewer comprising: 
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transmitting elemental components materialized in the form of codes calling up 
native functions (column 3, lines 46-48; column 4, lines 10-11), comprising components 
of "INITIALIZATIONS" defining positioning in a data structure of other components 
(column 4, lines 17-18), components of "DRAWS" corresponding to graphic 
representations materialized in the structure in the form of codes calling up native 
functions of a host language of a digital terminal (column 4, line 22), components of 
"PALETTES" corresponding to color palettes (column 5, lines 49-53) and components 
of "SCREENS" corresponding to screen descriptions (column 6, lines 37-40); and 

constructing an animated image by superposition of an animated image 
background corresponding to a principal broadcast and an image grouping together at 
least a part of elemental components by an execution program loaded in the digital 
terminal (column 4, lines 19-21; column 3, lines 54-56; figures 1 and 2). 

Referring to claim 2, Chernock discloses a process according to Claim 1, wherein 
"SCREENS" comprises a listing of "DRAWS" that compose the screen, and a series of 
stimuli and actions (column 4, lines 10-22). 

Referring to claim 4, Chernock discloses a process according to Claim 1 , wherein 
the graphic representations are selected from the group consisting of text (column 6, 
lines 47-49), geometric shapes, lines, points, color changes, fonts and line thickness. 
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Referring to claim 11, Chernock discloses a process according to Claim 2, 
wherein at least one or more different stimuli selected from the group consisting of: 
pressure on any key of a remote control or front panel, events linked to a clock (column 
4, lines 15-16), events linked to the end of a connection of the modem, beginning of a 
data capture and end of a data capture; and top of synchronization are assigned to the 
"SCREENS." 

Referring to claim 12, Chernock discloses a process according to Claim 1 1 , 
wherein the stimuli can trigger at least one action selected from the group consisting of: 
visualization of any autonomous interactive application; visualization of any channel; 
connection of the modem; changing of the screen (column 6, lines 37-40 and 47-49); 
and quitting the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chernock in view of Kamada. 

Referring to claim 3, Chernock does not disclose a process according to Claim 1, 
wherein the elemental components belong to predefined classes of graphic elements 
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enabling definition of an image and said elemental components are stored in memory 
according to their membership class. 

Kamada discloses a process according to Claim 1, wherein the elemental 
components belong to predefined classes of graphic elements enabling definition of an 
image and said elemental components are stored in memory according to their 
membership class (column 32, lines 23-30; figure 38). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the graphic element classes taught by Kamada in the process disclosed 
by Chernock. The motivation would have been to enable the system to use less 
information to encode an object by allowing it to inherit features from its parents 
(Kamada: column 32, lines 25-30). 

Referring to claim 5, Chernock does not disclose a process according to Claim 3, 
wherein the elemental components are stored in memory sequentially in their class in 
order of their use in construction of the animated images. 

Kamada discloses a process according to Claim 3, wherein the elemental 
components are stored in memory sequentially in their class in order of their use in 
construction of the animated images (column 32, lines 23-25; figure 38). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the animation storage method taught by Kamada in the process disclosed 
by Chernock. The motivation would have been to allow for more complex animations to 
be able to be created. 
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Referring to claim 6, Chernock does not disclose a process according to Claim 3, 
wherein display of the elemental components is implemented according to membership 
classes and according to pre-selected criteria for each class. 

Kamada discloses a process according to Claim 3, wherein display of the 
elemental components is implemented according to membership classes and according 
to pre-selected criteria for each class (column 32, lines 23-30; figure 38). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the graphic element classes taught by Kamada in the process disclosed 
by Chernock. The motivation would have been to enable the system to use less 
information to encode an object by allowing it to inherit features from its parents 
(Kamada: column 32, lines 25-30). 

Referring to claim 7, Chernock does not disclose a process according to Claim 3, 
wherein display of the elemental components is implemented according to membership 
classes and according to pre-selected criteria for each class. 

Kamada discloses a process according to Claim 3, wherein display of the 
elemental components is implemented according to membership classes and according 
to pre-selected criteria for each class (column 32, lines 23-30; figure 38). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the element class processing taught by Kamada in the process disclosed 
by Chernock. The motivation would have been to enable the system to use less time to 
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decode an object by allowing it to inherit features from its parents (Kamada: column 32, 
lines 25-30). 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chernock 
in view of Kamada as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Fuller. 

Referring to claim 8, Chernock and Fuller do not disclose a process according to 
Claim 3, wherein the elemental components are displayed by a specific interface in a 
digital decoder. 

Fuller discloses a process according to Claim 3, wherein the elemental 
components are displayed by a specific interface in a digital decoder (column 7, lines 
10-12). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use a digital decoder, as taught by Fuller, to display the animation disclosed 
by Chernock and Kamada. The motivation would have been that it is well known in the 
art to use digital decoders in set top boxes; 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chernock in view of Fuller. 

Referring to claim 13, Chernock discloses a process for transmission of a digital 
televised broadcast comprising interactive sequences which can be activated at least in 
part by a television viewer with a device comprising means for displaying original 
animated images, means for displaying a created sequence, and an screen creation 
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interface in which elemental advertisement components are graphically materialized to 
enable installation of graphic elements to be displayed (column 2, lines 61-65; column 
4, lines 10-22), comprising: 

transmitting elemental components materialized in the form of codes calling up 
native functions (column 3, lines 46-48), comprising components of "INITIALIZATIONS" 
defining positioning in a data structure of other components (column 4, lines 17-18), 
components of "DRAWS" corresponding to graphic representations materialized in the 
structure in the form of codes calling up native functions of a host language of a digital 
terminal (column 5, lines 49-51), components of "PALETTES" corresponding to color 
palettes (column 5, lines 51-53) and components of "SCREENS" corresponding to 
screen descriptions (column 6, lines 37-40); and 

constructing an animated image by superposition of an animated image 
background corresponding to a principal broadcast and an image grouping together at 
least a part of elemental components (figures 1 and 2) by an execution program loaded 
in the digital terminal (column 5, lines 44-46). 

Chernock does not disclose a process where the displayed animation is an 
advertisement. 

Fuller discloses a process where the displayed animation is an advertisement 
(column 3, lines 12-17). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to make the animation an advertisement as taught by Fuller in the process 
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disclosed by Chernock. The motivation would have been to provide advertisements that 
have been targeted towards specific users or groups of users. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin E. Shepard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5967. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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